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$19 million lost due to illegal fishing

TEMBURONG
Sunday, November 9, 2014
BRUNETI lost $19 million last year due to illegal and unreported fishing operations in its national waters.

A Fisheries officer who requested anonymity told that the illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU)
fishing includes cases of encroachment by illegal foreign fishing vessels, fishing without a license and
destructive fishing practices with the use of poison, explo-sives and cyanide. “It is considered a serious
issue for us,” said the official, referring to the IUU fishing operations that have incurred losses in the
marine resources.

He stressed the importance of educating the public regarding laws to combat IUU Fishing.

To avoid further economic loss and damage to the marine system due to illegal fishing practices, the
government has started holding discussions with fishermen and farmers. One of these discussions was held
in the Temburong District yesterday.

He added the discussions have been carried out by the officials from the Department of Fisheries at the
Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources.

The event, which was organised in conjunction with the celebration of 2014 Farmers, Livestock Breeders
and Fishermen’s Day, was held at the Bumiputera Complex, Bangar Town.

Present were Yang Berhormat Hj Sulaiman Hj Ahad, member of Legislative Council and Head of Kg
Belingos, other community lead-ers, officers and staff from government agencies as well as teachers and
students.

In his remark prior to the start of the discussion, Acting Director of the Fisheries Department Abdul Halidi
Mohd Salleh said the brief-ing aimed to raise public awareness on activities carried out by the department.

Abdul Halidi, who is also the event’s guest of honour, highlighted the importance of assuring national food
security as the Fisheries Department has implemen-ted several strategies and programmes to increase the
commodity and value-added of fisheries products.

He called on the farmers to commit to increase production and ensure the high quality and safety of the
products for these to be acceptable both to the local and foreign markets.

He added that quality would be improved by following the use of Good Aquaculture Practices (GAP).
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GAP is defined as a practice or aquaculture practices which are effective and practical to avoid or
minimise the impact on the environment.

The event also saw the presentation of briefings by Head of Management and Surveillance Division
Zulfaisal Hj Saherin and Head of Fisheries Capture Development Division Mat Zaini Hj Juna. —Sally Piri
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For news videos and features, visit this page and drop by next time to see the latest. View a few vids and
leave a comment if you wish. We also have a site for our interactives.

We have our daily web newscast. Our journalists take turns presenting our news summaries so you know
tomorrow’s stories even before they are printed. You may visit this directory to see when new editions are
up on the site. You may also subscribe to our Youtube channel so you get the new vids once we upload
them.

We’ve ‘bookmarked’ the interesting stories/pages of The Brunei Times for you.

Check out our young columnists. Excessive Thoughts. On The Road. Refresh. Tech Brat. If you disagree,
feel free to leave a comment.

When a reader is not happy about something and wants Brunei to know about it or act on a problem or
issue, this is where the complaint is posted.

Have a good day.

[VISIT our multimedia features page. CLICK on this link to find pages that list some of the interesting
content of the paper as well as its popular pages. FOLLOW us on Facebook and Twitter. |

More related stories:

o AMBD gives back to the environment

e HM congratulates Cambodia King, PM on Independence Day
e Not just your regular Gulingtangan

e Chevrolet showcase at Hua Ho, Tutong
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