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VENDORS must show purchase orders to prevent the risk of not getting paid for their work, said a
government official.

Poh Kui Choon, assistant accountant-general at the Treasury Department, said original purchase orders
and indents need to be obtained from vendors before delivery of goods or services to the relevant
government agencies can be made to ensure the agencies pay.

This, she said, is essential for the full effectiveness of the new invoice tracking system.

Invoice tracking is an upgrade from the government’s Treasury Accounting and Financial Information
System (TAFIS) that enables ministries and its departments to track the movement of invoices and monitor
the performance of the payment process.

Speaking with The Brunei Times during the TAFIS Vendor Day yesterday, Poh said that vendors that do
not show original purchase order or indent for their goods or services will run the risk of not getting paid.

“The vendor has the responsibility to ensure that they produce the PO (purchase order). Even for
circumstances where the projects are urgent, it helps mitigate the risk. In fact, producing a PO only takes a
day or two,” Poh said.

The new system has been completely rolled out to all ministries and departments since August last year.

It was introduced to address issues of lost invoices and unacknowledged submitted invoices that resulted
in late payments to vendors involved in various government projects.

All government agencies have allocated invoice receiving counters where vendors are able to submit their
invoices.

A notification slip will be provided immediately to the vendor to confirm their invoice submission.

Poh said plans are under way to further improve the system to address the issues that still persist in the
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implementation of the system.

“Enhancements will be made to close all the loopholes that the system have at the moment, for example,
when vendors have to deal with two departments, one giving the fund while the other for the work, hence
require manual process,” she said.
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For news videos and features, visit this page and drop by next time to see the latest. View a few vids and
leave a comment if you wish. We also have a site for our interactives.

We have our daily web newscast. Our journalists take turns presenting our news summaries so you know
tomorrow’s stories even before they are printed. You may visit this directory to see when new editions are
up on the site. You may also subscribe to our Youtube channel so you get the new vidsonce we upload
them.

We’ve ‘bookmarked’ the interesting stories/pages of The Brunei Times for you.

Check out our young columnists. Excessive Thoughts. On The Road. Refresh. Tech Brat. If you disagree,
feel free to leave a comment.

When a reader is not happy about something and wants Brunei to know about it or act on a problem or
issue, this is where the complaint is posted.

Have a good day.

[VISIT our multimedia features page. CLICK on this link to find pages that list some of the interesting
content of the paper as well as its popular pages. FOLLOW us on Facebook and Twitter. |
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