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Portal way to view geospatial data

WAQIUDDIN RAJAK

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN

Friday, November 29, 2013

GEOSPATIAL information can now be viewed publicly through a web

portal called the GeoPortal which was previously exclusive only to

departments under the Ministry of Development (MoD) since its

inception in 2012.

A workshop was organised by the Survey Department yesterday at the

Institute of Civil Services (IPA) to familiarise some 80 officers from

different ministries and departments to their work flows on the web

portal so they could apply its usage to their respective professions – and

make their work easier.

In a press statement given yesterday, the GeoPortal was designed to allow non-expert public users to

enjoy viewing land information in Brunei – the public will have access to 2009 orthophotos and

superimposed with selected features for the whole of Brunei.

The system also provides an online search engine using location names, places of interest,

geographical coordinates and lot parcels. According to the guest of honour, Hj Muhd Lutfi Abdullah,

Permanent Secretary (Administration and Finance) in the Ministry of Development (MoD) during the

launching ceremony, the usage of Internet, especially in the context of governmental matters, made

the provision of services to the public more convenient – there is no need for a face-to-face

interaction.

“In support of this idea, the survey department has prepared a platform called GeoPortal Survey, which

allows public access to the spatial data infrastructure,” he said.
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“It can be accessed through Internet as part of an effort from the Survey Department to provide spatial

information for work matters, which could be beneficial, saving time and energy for the other

government agencies, private sectors and the general public,” he added.

“The government will not be hesitant in taking action against those who constructed or developed

government lands without permission especially on routes, even without knowing the position and

measurements of the land.”

In an interview with The Brunei Times, Isham Ismail an officer from the Islamiah Da’wah Centre,

Ministry of Religious Affairs (MoRA) said that the course introduced the GeoPortal as a system similar

to Google map with its only difference being specifically for Brunei.

Isham pointed out that at times it is difficult to locate the places where they have to go to as

propagators and this is where it comes in handy. On the other hand, a maintenance engineer from the

Royal Brunei Police Force (RBPF), Mohd Solehin Hj Masri said that the GeoPortal Survey will be quite

useful to his profession.

“The GeoPortal Survey will be quite useful for us to do radio coverage,” he said.
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For news videos and features, visit this page and drop by next time to see the latest. View a

few vids and leave a comment if you wish. We also have a site for our interactives.

We have our daily web newscast. Our journalists take turns presenting our news summaries so you

know tomorrow’s stories even before they are printed. You may visit this directory to see when new

editions are up on the site. You may also subscribe to our Youtube channel so you get the

new vidsonce we upload them.

We’ve ‘bookmarked’ the interesting stories/pages of The Brunei Times for you.

Check out our young columnists. Excessive Thoughts. On The Road. Refresh. Tech Brat. If you

disagree, feel free to leave a comment.

When a reader is not happy about something and wants Brunei to know about it or act on a problem or

issue, this is where the complaint is posted.

Have a good day.           

[VISIT our multimedia features page. CLICK on this link to find pages that list some of the interesting

content of the paper as well as its popular pages. FOLLOW us on Facebook and Twitter.]
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